
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA:  February 15, 2011 CITY OF KENTWOOD COMMISSION MEETING 
 
1. Call meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 
2. Invocation by Rev. DAVE Poolman of Princeton Christian Reformed Church. 
 
3. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag (Clanton). 
 
4. Roll Call:  Brinks, Brown, Clanton, Coughlin, Cummings, VerWys and Mayor 

Root. 
 
5. Approve agenda. 
 
6. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items. 
 
7. Consent agenda (roll call vote). 

a. Receive and file minutes of the Finance Meeting held on February 1, 2011 
b. Receive and file minutes of the Commission Retreat held February 4,2011 
c. Res. -11 to release the objection of the Liquor License for Sam’s Bistro. 
d. Res. -11 to approve the transfer of Class C Liquor License from Scooter’s 

to Chemical Bank. 
 

8. Approve minutes of the regular City Commission Meeting held on February 1, 
2011 as distributed. 

 
9. Presentations and Proclamations. 

  
10. Communications and Petitions. 

 
 
11. Public Hearings. 
  
12. Report of Standing Committees. 

     
13. Other Committees. 
 
14. Bids. 
  
15. Resolutions. 
  



 

 

PROPOSED MINUTES OF THE  

 FINANCE COMMITTEE 

February 1, 2011 

Conference Room #119 

6:30 P.M. 

 

Present: Commissioners: Chairperson Sharon R. Brinks, Richard Clanton, Frank 

Cummings, and Mayor Richard L. Root. Also present: Finance Director Tom Chase, 

Information Systems Manager Bill Dudgeon, City Clerk Dan Kasunic City Engineer 

Steve Kepley, Police Chief Richard Mattice and Public Works Director Ron Woods. 

 

1. PURCHASE OF REPLACEMENT PICK-UP TRUCKS FOR THE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS. 
DPW Director Woods reviewed the memorandum dated January 25, 2011 

regarding the request for three pick-up trucks for the Department of Public Works 

and the intended uses. He answered questions of the Committee. Staff stated they 

will review if additional “rustproofing’ is a viable option.  

 

Motion by Cummings, supported by Clanton, to recommend to the City 

Commission to authorize the purchase of three, three-quarter ton pick-up trucks at 

a cost of up to $70,100.00 (including a $750 per vehicle allowance for lights and 

decals) with funds from the DPW Equipment Fund Budget for the Fiscal Year 

ending June 30, 2011. 

 

       Motion Carried. 

 

2. CONSULTING SERVICES FOR INFORMATION SYSTEMS GROUP. 
Finance Director Chase explained the action requested. He reviewed the reasons 

and history of the reason for waiving the requirements. 

 

Motion by Clanton, supported by Cummings, to recommend to the City 

Commission to waive purchasing requirements and authorize the Mayor to 

execute a contract with Lorraine Perales without competitive bidding for 

consulting services for the Information Systems Group within the Finance 

Department from approximately December 1, 2010 to February 18, 2011 at a cost 

not to exceed $27,50.00 with funds from the General Fund (Information Systems) 

Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2011 in accordance with the 

representation contained in T. Chase/B. Dudgeon/P. Tietz memorandum dated 

February 1, 2011. 

 

       Motion Carried. 

 

3. INFORMATION SYSTEMS GROUP STAFFING FOR THE FINANC E 

DEPARTMENT. 



Finance Committee Meeting. 

February 1, 2011. 

 2 

Director Chase reviewed the memorandum dated January 25, 2011 regarding the 

request for additional staff in the Information System Group. 

 

Motion by Cummings, supported by Clanton, to recommend to the City 

Commission to authorize the addition of a Network Administrator position in the 

Information Systems Group within the Finance Department, with funds from the 

General Fund (Information Systems Group) Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year 

ending June 30, 2011. 

 

      Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Root noted this action is only for this current fiscal year and does not mean 

that the City will be adding the position on a permanent basis, but it will be 

reviewed at upcoming budget discussions. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 P.M. 

 

 

 

Dan Kasunic      Sharon R. Brinks 

City Clerk      Chairperson 

 



 

 

PROPOSED MINUTES OF THE 

CITY COMMISSION RETREAT 

February 4, 2011 

Library Community Room 

 8:30 P.M. 
 

Present: Commissioners: Mayor Pro-Tem Richard Clanton, Sharon R. Brinks, Michael 

W. Brown, Robert Coughlin, Frank Cummings, Ray VerWys, and Mayor Richard L. 

Root. Also present: Fire Chief James Carr, Finance Director Tom Chase, Court 

Administrator Deb Clanton, Deputy Administrator Rich Houtteman, City Clerk Dan 

Kasunic, Judge William Kelly, Deputy Fire Chief Brent Looman, Police Chief Richard 

Mattice, City Assessor Deb Ring, Community Development Director Terry Schweitzer, 

City Attorney Jeff Sluggett, Human Resource Director Lisa Sonego, Probation Lead 

Lynn Smith, Assistant Finance Director/ Purchasing Agent Phil Tietz, Public Works 

Director Ron Woods and Parks & Recreation Director Charlie Ziesemer. 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Clanton opened the Retreat and asked Mayor Root to review of the 

topics for this retreat. After the Mayor’s remarks, Deputy Administrator Houtteman gave 

a power point presentation that reviewed the population, square miles, income and other 

important facts about the City. Houtteman reviewed projects the City has completed in 

2010 and what issues and projects are a priority for 2011. He reviewed current 

collaboration efforts, economic downturns and State issues that are a concern to the City 

of Kentwood. After a brief discussion pertaining to collaboration, the Commissioners 

requested a Committee of the Whole to be scheduled to discuss collaboration issues.  

 

Human Resource Director Sonego reviewed employee counts, time tables and labor 

relation process and roles. The Commissioners requested time to discuss their views on 

issues prior to the City’s team meeting with the unions. City Attorney informed them of 

the legal ground rules and boundaries.  

 

Finance Director Chase reviewed the 5X5 fiscal projections that reflect the assumption 

that the City maintains the same service levels. Director Chase reviewed the dedicated 

millages and how they are allowed to be used. He then distributed the budget timetables. 

 

Houtteman reviewed the Standing Committees and their roles and asked for input into the 

meeting schedule and times and thoughts. The Commissioners felt that they would like 

more time between meetings for various reasons and requested they have more input into 

agenda items and have all items vetted through Chairs of the Committees prior to 

meetings. They requested that the staff presentations, presently done at the City 

Commission, be done at Committee of the Whole with the thought that it could be more 

informally and interactive. The Commission also requested a Committee of the Whole 

meeting(s) be scheduled so the current Standing Rules can be reviewed for any needed 

changes. 

 



City Attorney Sluggett reviewed the role of the City Attorney; he noted the City Attorney 

is the firm or firms that represent the City and not him alone. He reviewed certain aspects 

of the City Charter and what it means to be a “Home Rule City” under the State of 

Michigan. Attorney Sluggett along with Mayor Root discussed the succession of Elective 

Office and different scenarios that could happen. The Commissioners asked questions 

and suggested that a meeting(s) to review and possibly change the procedures and rules to 

eliminate or reduce problems or concerns that may occur. Attorney Sluggett reviewed the 

Medical Marihuana issue and noted this topic may need to be addressed in the future. 

 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:07 P.M 
 
 

 

 

Dan Kasunic      Richard Clanton 

City Clerk      Mayor Pro-Tem 

 

 

 























 

 

PROPOSED MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE KENTWOOD CITY COMMISSION 

HELD FEBRUARY 1, 2011 

Commission Chambers 
 

Mayor Richard L. Root called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 

Reverend Mike Baynai of John Knox Presbyterian Church gave the invocation. 
 

Commissioner Coughlin led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

Roll Call: Present: Commissioners: Sharon R. Brinks, Michael W. Brown, Robert 

Coughlin, Richard Clanton, Frank Cummings, Raymond VerWys and Mayor Richard L. 

Root.  
 

Staff Present: Fire Chief Jim Carr, Finance Director Tom Chase, Information Systems 

Manager Bill Dudgeon, Economic Development Planner Lisa Golder, City Clerk Dan 

Kasunic, Engineering & Inspections Director Steve Kepley, Police Chief Rick Mattice, 

Community Development Director Terry Schweitzer, Fire Department Administrative 

Assistant Nancy Shane, City Attorney Jeffrey Sluggett, Assistant Finance 

Director/Purchasing Agent Phil Tietz, and Public Works Director Ron Woods. 
 

Forty (40) citizens and members of the news media attended the meeting. 
 

Motion by Brinks, supported by VerWys, to approve the agenda with the following 

addenda: add 7(h) Consulting Services and 9(b) Presentation by City Engineer. 
 

       Motion Carried. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGE VISITORS AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

County Commissioner Harold Mast spoke on the County’s Rx Discount Card, Parks 

Study and the ITP Millage. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
 

Motion by Brinks, supported by Clanton, to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 

A. Receive and file minutes of the Service Committee Meeting held January 18, 

2011. 

B. Receive and file minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting held January 

18, 2011. 

C. Approve the purchase of three, three-quarter ton replacement Pick-up Trucks at a 

cost of up to $70,100.00 (including $750 per vehicle allowance for lights & 

decals) with funds from the DPW Equipment Fund budget. 
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D.  Authorize the addition of a Network Administrator position in the Information 

Systems Group within the Finance Department, with funds from the General Fund 

Operating Budget for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2011. 

E. Adopt Resolution 10–11 to adopt the restated plan-City of Kentwood Employee 

Pension Plan. 

F. Adopt Resolution 11–11 to adopt the restated Plan-City of Kentwood Defined 

Contribution Pension Plan. 

G. Payables for the City totaling $1,510,381.89. 

H. Waive purchasing requirements and authorize the Mayor to execute a contract 

with Lorraine Perales without competitive bidding for consulting services for the 

Information Systems Group within the Finance Department, from approximately 

December 1, 2010 to February 8, 2011 at a cost not to exceed $27,500. 00 with 

funds from the General Fund (Information Systems) Operating Budget for the 

Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2011 in accordance with the representations 

contained in T. Chase/B. Dudgeon/P. Tietz memorandum dated February 1, 2011. 
 

Roll Call Vote:  Yeas:  All.    Nays:  None.    Absent:  None. 
 

       Motion Carried. 

       Resolutions Adopted. 

        

Motion by Cummings, supported by Brown, to approve the minutes of the January 18, 

2011 City Commission Meeting. 
 

       Motion Carried. 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS: 
 

ADMINISTER THE OATH OF OFFICE TO FOUR NEW POLICE OFFICERS. 
 

Police Chief Mattice introduced the new officers: Marcelo Aranda, Faye Hartman-

Goehring, Chad Nawrocki and Phillip Reinink. City Clerk Kasunic administered the Oath 

of Office and they introduced family who were present. 
 

PRESENTATION BY THE CITY ENGINEER STEVEN KEPLEY. 
 

City Engineer Kepley reviewed 2011 Capital Projects planned for the upcoming year 

including informing the Commission of the Asset Management Plan to record all assets 

such as length of water and sewer pipes and its diameters. He also reviewed the 2010 

Building Permit Activity.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING: 
 

PUD, City of Grand Rapids. 
 

Mayor Root opened the public hearing to approve the Preliminary Site Plan Review of 

the City of Grand Rapids Office PUD. 
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After a brief presentation by Community Development Director Schweitzer, 

Representitive FTC&H Dave Baar and City of Grand Rapids Representative Wayne 

Jernberg:  
 

Motion by Coughlin, supported by Brown, to close the public hearing.  
 

       Motion Carried. 
 

APPROVE PRELIMINARY SITE PLAN REVIEW OF THE GRAND RAPIDS 

OFFICE PUD. 

Motion by Clanton, supported by Cummings, to conditionally approve the Preliminary 

Site Plan Review of the City of Grand Rapids Office PUD located at 3411 Patterson 

according to Planning Commission’s January 25, 2011 Findings of Fact with conditions 1 

through 5 and Basis Points 1 through 8 including City Commission’s conditions 1) 

Language in the PUD Agreement shall be modified to address the security issues during 

tonight’s discussion by the City Commission, 2) changes to the color/graphics language 

in the PUD Narrative shall be made to ensure consistency with tonight’s discussion by 

the City Commission, 3) The non-motorized trail shall be incorporated into the drive 

shown on the Site Plan to the extent reasonably feasible. 
 

Roll Call Vote:  Yeas:  All.    Nays:  None.    Absent:  None. 
 

       Resolution Adopted. 
 

Autocam Medical LLC and Autocam. 

Mayor Root opened the public hearing to approve the application of an Industrial 

Facilities Exemption Certificate for Autocam Medical LLC located at 4162 East Paris 

Ave., SE in the City of Kentwood and Autocam located at 4060 and 4070 East Paris 

Ave., SE; under Act 198. 
 

After a brief presentation by Economic Development Planner Golder:  
 

Motion by Clanton, supported by Coughlin, to close the public hearing.  
 

       Motion Carried. 
 

Commissioner VerWys informed the Commission he will no longer support any tax 

abatements and reviewed his reasons of his decision. (statement filed in the Clerk’s 

Office) 
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION 12–11 TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION OF AN 

INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FOR AUTOCAM. 

Motion by Clanton, supported by Coughlin, to adopt Resolution 12–11 to approve the 

application of an Industrial facilities Exemption Certificate for Autocam Medical LLC 

located at 4162 East Paris Ave., SE: under Act 198.  
 

Roll Call Vote:  Yeas: Brinks, Brown, Clanton, Coughlin, Cummings and Root.    

 Nays:  VerWys.    Absent:  None. 

  

       Resolution Adopted. 
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ADOPT RESOLUTION 13–11 TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION OF AN 

INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FOR AUTOCAM. 

Motion by Clanton, supported by Coughlin, to adopt Resolution 13–11 to approve an 

application for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate in the City of Kentwood for 

Autocam Corporation located at 4060 East Paris Ave., SE; under Act 198. 
 

Roll Call Vote:  Yeas:  Brinks, Brown, Clanton, Coughlin, Cummings and Root.     

Nays:  VerWys.    Absent:  None. 
 

       Resolution Adopted. 
 

ADOPT RESOLUTION 14–11 TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION OF AN 

INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE FOR AUTOCAM. 

Motion by Clanton, supported by Coughlin, to adopt Resolution 14–11 to approve an 

application for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate in the City of Kentwood for 

Autocam Corporation located at 4070 East Paris Ave., SE; under Act 198. 
 

Roll Call Vote:  Yeas:  brinks, Brown, Clanton, Coughlin, Cummings and Root.     

Nays:  VerWys.    Absent:  None. 
 

       Resolution Adopted. 
 

ORDINANCES: 
 

AMEND CITY OF KENTWOOD ORDINANCE 2-11, TO ASSIGN AN 

APPROPRIATE CODE NUMBER. 

Motion by Brinks, supported by Clanton, to amend the Coty of Kentwood Ordinance 2-

11, to assign an appropriate code number, that being the creation of Section 3.31 

prohibition of Medical Marihuana Dispensaries.  
 

Roll Call Vote:  Yeas:  All.    Nays:  None.    Absent:  None. 
 

       Ordinance Adopted. 
 

COMMENTS OF COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR: 

 

Commissioner Brinks-Informed the Commission of her “Relay for Life team name is 

“Roots of Kentwood”. 

 

Mayor Root-Stated he attended the Giants banquet and that Commissioner Clanton 

received another Giants award for his work in the community. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25P.M. 

 

 

Dan Kasunic        Richard L. Root 

City Clerk       Mayor 
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16. Ordinances. 
 
 
17. Appointments and Resignations.  
 
18. Bills. 
 
19. Roll Call Vote to adjourn to Closed executive Session regarding the negotiation 

of a collective bargaining agreement as permitted under Section 8(c), P.A. 267 of 
1976, as amended by Act 256 of 1978, Michigan’s Open Meeting Act. 

 
20. Meeting reconvened from Close Executive Session. 
 
21. Comments of Commissioners and Mayor. 
 
20. Adjournment. 
 
 
 
         Dan Kasunic 
          City Clerk 
 


