
City of Kentwood  Zoning Ordinance 

CHAPTER 1 
SHORT TITLE AND PURPOSE 

 
 

SECTION 1.01  SHORT TITLE  
 
This ordinance shall be known as the "City of Kentwood Zoning Ordinance". 
 
SECTION 1.02   PURPOSE  
 
The fundamental purpose of this ordinance is to promote and safeguard the public health, safety, 
prosperity and general welfare of the people of this City.  
 
The provisions of this Ordinance are intended, among other things, to encourage the use of 
lands, waters and other natural resources in the City in accordance with their character and in a 
reasonable manner; to limit the improper use of land and resources; to eliminate nonconforming 
uses; to reduce hazards to life and property; to provide for orderly development within the City; to 
avoid overcrowding of land with structures or buildings; to provide for adequate light, air and 
health conditions in dwellings and buildings hereafter erected or altered; to encourage 
redevelopment efforts within the City; to manage the impact on the public roads and streets 
resulting from development; to protect and conserve natural recreational areas, residential, and 
other areas naturally suited to particular uses; to facilitate the establishment of an adequate and 
economic system of transportation, sewage disposal, safe water supply, education, recreation 
and other public requirements; to conserve the expenditure of funds for public improvements and 
services to conform with the most advantageous uses of land, resources and properties. 
 
This Ordinance is enacted under the authority of the City and Village Zoning Act and Section 
6.14(c) of the Charter of the City of Kentwood. 
 
SECTION 1.03   SCOPE 
 
A. It is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul or in any other way impair or 

interfere with existing provisions of other laws or ordinances, except those specifically 
repealed by this Ordinance, or of any private restrictions placed upon property by covenant, 
deed or other private agreement; provided, however, that where any provision of this 
Ordinance imposes more stringent requirements, regulations, restrictions or limitations upon 
the erection or use of land and buildings, or upon the height of buildings and structures, or 
upon safety and sanitary measures, or requires larger yards or open spaces than are 
imposed or required by the provisions of any other law or ordinance, or any said rules, 
regulations, permits or easements, then the provisions of this Ordinance shall govern. 

 
B. The requirements of this Ordinance are to be construed as minimum requirements, and shall 

in no way impair or affect any covenant or restriction imposing greater requirements. 
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SECTION 1.04   DISTRICTS 
 
A. In order to effectively protect and promote the general welfare and accomplish the aims and 

objectives of the City of Kentwood Master Plan, the City is divided into zoning districts of the 
number, boundaries, shape and area and of common unity of purpose, adaptability or use, 
that are deemed most suitable to provide for the best development of the community, while 
protecting the common rights and interests of all through associated regulations and 
restrictions. 

 
B. All street, alley and railroad rights-of-way, if not otherwise designated to be in a particular 

zoning district, shall be considered to be in the same district as the lot or parcel it immediately 
abuts.  Unless specifically provided for otherwise, when abutting more than one (1) lot or 
parcel, or when the center line of the right-of-way serves as a zoning district boundary, the 
abutting property's district shall be deemed to be the same up to the center of the right-of-
way. 

 
C. Boundaries indicated as approximately following lot lines shall be construed as following 

such lot lines.   
 
D. Boundaries indicated as approximately parallel to the centerlines of streets or highways shall 

be construed as being parallel and at the distances indicated on the Official Zoning Map.  If 
no distance is given, such dimension shall be determined by the use of the scale on the 
Official Zoning Map. 

 
 
SECTION 1.05   ZONING MAP 
 
A. The official Zoning Map of the City of Kentwood shall be so identified by signature of the 

Planning Commission Chair, as attested to by the City Clerk, under the following wording:  
"This is to certify that this map is the Official Zoning Map of the City of Kentwood, which is a 
part of the City of Kentwood Zoning Ordinance." The Official Zoning Map of the City of 
Kentwood is incorporated by reference in this Ordinance. 

 
B.  A record is to be kept by the Zoning Administrator of all changes made or required to be 

made to the Official Zoning Map.  The Official Zoning Map is to be kept up to date, accessible 
to the general public and shall be the final authority as to the current Zoning District status of 
all land and buildings in the City of Kentwood which are subject to the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

 
SECTION 1.06    CHAPTER AND SECTION HEADINGS 
 
The chapter, section, and subsection headings used in this Zoning Ordinance are for 
convenience only and are not part of the Zoning Ordinance.  
 
SECTION 1.07  THE EFFECT OF ZONING 
 
A. For the purpose of this Ordinance, except as hereafter specifically provided, no lot, land, 

parcel or premises shall be used, maintained or occupied, and no building or structure or part 
thereof shall be constructed, erected, moved, placed, maintained, reconstructed, used, 
extended, enlarged or altered, except in conformity with the regulations specified for the 
Zoning District in which it is located; these limitations being construed as the minimum 
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legislation necessary to promote and protect the general welfare and safety of the 
community.  Zoning affects every structure and use and extends vertically. 

 
B. In case any building or part thereof is used, erected, altered or occupied contrary to law or to   
 the provisions of this Ordinance, that building shall be declared a nuisance per se and may   
 be required to be vacated, torn down or abated by any legal means and shall not be used or   
 occupied until it has been brought into conformance. 
 
C. If construction on a building is lawfully begun prior to adoption of this Ordinance, nothing in 

this Ordinance shall be deemed to require any change in the planned or designed use of that 
building, provided that actual construction is being diligently carried on, and further provided 
that the building shall be entirely completed for its planned or designed use within two (2) 
years from the effective date of this Ordinance. 

 
D. The use of any land or premises, or any structure, existing and lawful at the time of 

enactment of the Zoning Ordinance, or amendment thereto, may be continued even though 
the use does not conform to the current provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
E. Uses which are not expressly listed in a particular zone district to be Permitted or allowed 

subject to Special Land Use review are prohibited 
 
SECTION 1.08   DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED 
 
For the purposes of this ordinance, the City of Kentwood is divided into the following Zoning 
Districts: 
 

Zoning District Chapter 
F-1 Floodplain 4 
R1-A, B Very Low Density Residential 5 
R1-C, D Low Density Residential 5 
R-2,  Two Family Residential 6 
R-3 Medium/High Density Residential 6 
R-4  High Density Residential 6 
R-5 Manufactured Housing  7 
C-2 Community Commercial 8 
C-3 Regional Commercial 8 
C-4 Office/Business 8 
C-5 Neighborhood Corridor Commercial 9 
I-1 Light Industrial 10 
I-2 General Industrial 10 
OS Open Space, Public, Semi-Public 11 
RPUD-1 High Density Residential PUD 12 
RPUD-2 Low Density Residential PUD 12 
CPUD Commercial PUD 12 
MPUD Mixed Use PUD 12 
IPUD Industrial PUD 12 
OPUD Office PUD 12 
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