
City of Kentwood’s Water Quality Report2003 Results were gathered from tests performed by the City of

Wyoming’s certified lab, as well as the independent

laboratory of Montgomery Watson of California
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This report is a summary of the

quality of water provided to you

last year.  Included are details

about what the water contained,

and how it compared to standards

set by regulatory agencies.  Not

listed are the hundreds of other

contaminants for which we tested

that were not detected.

Help protect your source for drinking water!
We believe it’s important to safeguard our water supply by protecting our
watershed as well.   You can participate in public hearings related to the
protection of our source water by contacting the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality on the web at www.deq.state.mi.us  You may also call
them at (800) 662-9278 to get a listing of public hearings regarding various
environmental issues in your area.

The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality conducted a Source
Water Assessment of the City of Wyoming’s water system in 2003.  This
report, when finalized, is intended to encourage protection of water sources,
provide information for watershed assessment and planning, direct additional
water studies and improve land use planning.  For more information, contact
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality .

All water naturally contains a variety of dissolved mineral

and organic substances.  Our state certified lab runs over

10,000 tests a year from approximately 5,000 samples,

looking for more than 200 possible contaminants. Using

sophisticated lab equip-

ment, we can detect

substances at very

minute levels.  Daily

activities at our laboratory

include collecting water

samples at various stages

of the treatment pro-

cesses and the finished

water as it leaves the

plant.  These samples are

analyzed for many

different chemical and

microbiological param-

eters.  If you would like a

complete listing of these

contaminants, please

contact our laboratory.

For the purposes of this

report, we have listed only

those substances de-



City of Kentwood

We are pleased to report that your

drinking water meets, and often is

better than, all state and federal

guidelines for safe drinking water.

Included in the details of this 2003

Water Quality Report is important

information about  where your water

comes from, what’s in it, and how it

compares to standards set by regulatory

agencies.  We update this report

annually and will keep you informed of

any problems that may occur through-

out the year, as they happen.  Copies

are available at City Hall, or by calling

616-261-3552.

We purchase water from the City of

Wyoming whose source for drinking

water is Lake Michigan.  Rain, ground water, rivers, and streams feed into

Lake Michigan, dissolving naturally occurring minerals and sometimes picking

up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from human activity.

Some of the substances which can make their way into Lake Michigan are:

viruses and bacteria from animal, agricultural, and human activities, salts,

metals, pesticides and herbicides, as well as by-products of industrial pro-

cesses.  In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes

regulations, called Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs) which limit the

amount of certain contaminants in your drinking water.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain

at least small amounts of some contaminants.  However, the presence of

contaminants in drinking water does not necessarily indicate that the drinking

water poses a health risk.  For more information about contaminants and

potential health effects, call the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline:

(800) 426-4791.

Cryptosporidium and Giardia:

never detected in your tap water

Testing is performed to detect the presence of  Cryptosporidium and

Giardia, which are protozoan parasites that occur in natural surface

waters such as lakes, rivers and streams.  Wyoming’s water treatment

process provides multiple barriers, including clarification, filtration, and

disinfection, to lower the risk of  these contaminants in finished tap

water.  We contract with Environmental Assoc., LTD. of  New York to

perform specialized monitoring to help assure that this process is

working to protect you.  Monitoring of  treated water samples yielded a

100% removal rate, proving the effectiveness of  the treatment system in

microscopic particle removal.  For information on microbiological

testing, contact our laboratory at 616-261-3555.
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Join us for a walking tour of the plant and see demon-

strations of our lab equipment and filters.  Groups of at

least 10 (minimum age, 5 yrs.) may call 616-669-5780

to arrange a tour.

Visit the

Drinking

Water

Treatment

Plant!

 2003 Water Quality Report

Water Quality Concerns

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in

drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-compromised

persons - such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy,

persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS

or other immune system disorders, some elderly persons and infants -

can be particularly at risk from infections.

These people should seek advice about drinking water from

their healthcare providers.  Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and

Centers for Disease Control guidelines on appropriate means to lessen

the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium are available from the EPA Safe

Drinking Water Hotline:  (800) 426-4791.

Call Tom Kent, City of Wyoming Laboratory Manager
616-261-3555 or 616-669-5290
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Kentwood’s Certified Operations Staff are
active members in the following associations:

American Water Works Association (AWWA)
AWWA Research Foundation

American Backflow Prevention Association

********

Kentwood City Commission meets the 1st and
3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Kentwood City Center.
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